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Spooks at Play
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Washington. |
April abounds in historic dates, ;.

+ Doth pridetul and distressful, tne residen hedy stispected, ici
. less Eappy counting the Bay of = the CIA scems clearly to-have worn | sp{'l;ngaf;t(;mtzec&i?g:;tc)é gg;?xi’:
Pigs April 17, shadowed by the ro§¢-colored glasses while reading | It was felt that Americans, with
+ accompanying reminder that the: iis own intelligence reports on. ther. yo pictory of a department of dark
" creator of that cruel failure, the feasibility of a sirike'at the Bay of | goode needed to look upon the CIA
" Central Intelligence. Agency, re.: Vigs. It could occur on' other sini- ',I as somehow different, as open to
“mains largely uncurbed and could. lar occasions, when the agency is | yy0 widest extent feasible
¢ embark at any time on another! fired up to bring off a coup. i Accordingly, Allen Dulles, the
. such reckless adventure. . ! Although the agency in making | ageney's heg’c’l during the B'ay of
i~ At the time of the. 1961 disaster’ Als plea for a White House go-ahead 1 Pigs, was forever popping up on
2'the defect was widely seen in the ' On the Cuban invasion, carefully |, iiie iatiorms to dilate UDOIII) the
. agency’s two hats—the collector of avoided the specific statement, | work of the agency, reading from
» intelligence, also the- operator who " those who heard it understood that CIA ease histories ! Whatever the
acted upon it. ~the inielligence findings pointed 01 ¢iroot st home, the reaction abroad
President Kennedy talked at the - massive supporting uprising of | . " "aliof that the CIA was be-
. time of breaking up the conflict- the Cuban population coincident hind every-door, dirk ‘in hand
ing roles, transferring operations | With the landings. There was i ™ oeooemont'in that respect s
. to some unit unrelated to the intel. | fact no rising of any proportions. | oo™ giccornible under its latest
ligence responsihility. The assault had been so massively | gocton its sixth, Richard Helms,\
He was prevailed upon agalnst | adverlised—or clumsily. concealed | ;"1 " ark “professional. After a
| this course, seemingly on the rea. | —that Castro had ample time 10 \y1 qcring beginning, when he be-
 soning that in time any new agency | convince those who felt betrayed | oono" entangled in domestic polis
- would become an empire builder, | By him that the invaders were | ties, Mr, Helms has acted as though
. and the produet would be two full- | SiTply a reactionary counter-revo- ' . ;bined g clandestine agency
“'fledged and competing agencies:| lutionary force bent on restoring . g 14 e neither seen nor heard.
.operating in both fields of intelli. | Batista rule. That was unwanted 11."coome also to insist that there
 gence and cloak and dagger. Later, ). by any who had live under it. ! be no confusion of the national in.
. the President granted it a continued ;' The advertising included pub-:4 o

“ the hat which wages the dark back | training of the invading force in : ¢ 0%:&%'2&]21iliﬁg?c%hgngim;sr:
;“alley wars. The operation functioni Central America, and-of recruiting ligime was at pains to make it con-
| is kn‘(')wn variously in-the trade as in Miami. L., . spicuous, in a $46 million palace at
( the “spookery,” and as the “de-:. That looseness in maintaining Langley, Va., minutes from mid-
¢ partment of dirty tricks.” | cover for undercover activities was town W:,Ashinéton that is second in
@ ¢ e v | characteristic of a' performance. . . only to the Pentagon in the
A single restraint jmposed upon |*that made the CIA the world's most o2 ii5) “areq, Tt exhibits no negn

: the intelligence agency is that pri- | Conspicuous secret service, com- oo, 'yt gasoline station atten%i-
“mary responsibility in future mili- |;trary to the universal practice in {, it cheerfully provide: directions
tary operations goes t6"the armed | €spionage. So widely known and | o vazohing it. So eminently visiblef
* gervices. B ' feared did the CIA become that it n-organization needs at»all times|:
. It is a restraint of probable little Was_easy for hostlle- governments {."vo 00 fts best behaviots .. .. .k
{ meaning. The armed services have | t0 Din on it all the world’s mischief, ‘ e |
i worked intimately with the CIA in | @nd win belief, It permits the gov-: '
i past deeds of derring-do around the ; ernment of.Iraq to-quiet all com- !
 world. The Joint Chicfs of Staff sat | Plaint about political murders by .
unobjecting through CIA presenta- | t28gIng the victims Qﬂ} fﬁemsu.f“.'i
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~&qrporalis guard, of Cuban exiles, ... ‘
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. . i urely CIA interest.
;. franchise in undercover operations, ! lished accounts .of the “secrei”: ferost with phe purey \/
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